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Foundation and published by the Institute for Government Research. 

The introductory chapters discuss the basic problems of govern- 
ment purchasing which involve, in the main, questions of centraliza- 
tion and legal restrictions. Purchasing methods are dealt with 
in great detail providing the subject-matter for twelve chapters ar- 
ranged in order of method sequence. An appendix presents, among 
other data, descriptions of the purchasing systems of a large indus- 
trial plant and a railroad. 

The book is comprehensive and reflects the analytical powers of 
the author when applied to the many procedures under investiga- 
tion. Its interest should lie not only with those who are concerned 
with government purchasing but also with similar officials in in- 
dustrial work, as the principles advocated are largely founded upon 
industrial practice. E. H. Schell. 
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Australian Social Development. By Clarence H. Northcott. 
Columbia University Studies in History, Economics, and Pub- 
lic Law, vol. LXXXI, no. 2. (New York: Longmans, Green 
and Company. 1918. Pp. 302. $2.50.) 
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Living Wage {Adult Males), 1918. Bulletin of the New South 
Wales Board of Trade. (Sydney: Government Printer. 
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Dr. Northcott, before coming to the United States was a tutor 
in sociology to classes of the Workers' Educational Association in 
Sydney, New South Wales. He was, therefore, familiar with the 
trend of social development in Australia and well acquainted with 
the working-class point of view. His studies in the School of Po- 
litical Science of Columbia University have broadened his social 
horizon and furnished a theoretical basis for his study of Austral- 
ian social development. 

It is the socio-economic point of view from which this work is 
written. Not alone land and labor problems, which have to often 
been the subject of research by students who have concerned them- 
selves with Australian affairs, are here considered. It was the 
author's purpose to draw a picture of the entire social develop- 
ment of Australia, critically to appraise the results already ac- 
complished and to show what modifications need to be made in the 
mental attitude of Australians if further progress is to be achieved. 
The book will therefore afford a valuable basis from which the 



